
Upper School English
Summer Reading Assignment

2022-2023

AP Language and Composition

The instructor for this course has yet to be assigned; however, a valid summer reading assignment has been assigned to
assist you in preparing for AP Language.  All students enrolled in AP Language and Composition in the fall must read the
required text selection below: Moneyball by Michael Lewis. Complete the assignments as you work your way through the
novel. Your work will be turned in upon returning to school and may be used for coursework when you return to school.

I hope you have a pleasant summer.  Please find time for yourself and your loved ones while also taking
care of responsibilities.

Please contact me via email with any questions.  Hopefully, we will update you on your teacher soon.

See you in August,
Mr. Jones
jonesp@houstonacademy.com

Required Book
Moneyball
By Michael Lewis
ISBN-13  :  978-0393324815

Moneyball is a quest for the secret of success in baseball. In a narrative full of fabulous characters and brilliant excursions
into the unexpected, Michael Lewis follows the low-budget Oakland A's, visionary general manager Billy Beane, and the
strange brotherhood of amateur baseball theorists. They are all in search of new baseball knowledge―insights that will
give the little guy who is willing to discard old wisdom the edge over big money.

The book is really an investigation into trying to find value within a marketplace.  Its title, Moneyball, has entered the
lexicon of modern business language regarding an approach that relies upon relevant statistics to better understand value
and a market.  Michael Lewis, the best-selling author of The Undoing Project, Liar's Poker, Flash Boys, Moneyball, The
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Blind Side, Home Game and The Big Short, among other works, lives in Berkeley, California, with his wife, Tabitha
Soren, and their three children.

Summer Reading Assignment
A. Class Context:

● Since analyzing and composing arguments is such an important part of AP Language, it will be crucial for you to
think about how the characters in this book formulate an argument.  The reading and writing students do in the
course should deepen and expand their understanding of how written language functions rhetorically: to
communicate writers’ intentions and elicit readers’ responses in particular situations.

● Take your time reading the book.  I suggest you start reading around the beginning of July.  Take time to immerse
yourself in the culture and characters.  Start the year off in positive fashion with well-developed insight about the
book that only time can produce.

● Converse.  For me, reading gives me the opportunity to converse with another person’s point of view and ideas
other than my own.  I really encourage you to not speed through the book.  I encourage you to converse in your
head or with another student about what you are experiencing from the story Mr. Lewis is telling.

B.  Assignments

Assignment 1:  Read the book by Lewis.  Annotate conflicts throughout the novel.  Annotate conflicts for Billy Beane –
young Beane and older Beane.  Annotate financial issues of the Oakland As.  Annotate ideas, decision-making, and
conflicts regarding traditional baseball wisdom.  Annotate conflicts regarding the economics and decision-making of
professional baseball.  Annotate what new value Beane’s players exploit in the marketplace.  What role does sabermetrics
(modern statistical data) play in this story?

● These notes do not have to be on every page.  These represent your impressions of the novel and research on the
characters.

● The instructor may ask to see your notes in the book.
● Use these annotations to complete assignment two.

Assignment 2:  The novel consists of a preface, 12 chapters, an epilogue, and an afterword.  After you read a chapter or
section, write a SHORT summary of it.  Once that is accomplished, pick six of the sections – chapters, preface, epilogue,
afterword – in the book.  For each section that you pick, write a paragraph analyzing how a story in that section
contributes to the author’s argument in that section and/or work as a whole.

● Really contemplate the interaction Beane and his close deputies for Oakland have with the rest of their
organization and professional baseball.

● Carefully ponder how relevant statistical data can impact decision making and strategy for a business.  How does
a business figure out which data is the most important data?


