
Houston Academy PTO Committee Descriptions 
Raider Run 

The Raider Run Committee is a team committed to developing a fun, safe, and creative running 
race event for Houston Academy.  Any time you can commit to will be greatly appreciated.  We 
especially need volunteers the day of our race, and this will include a set-up team, race time team, 
and clean up team.  If you can provide more time to the group beyond race day, we will start 
meeting when school begins and will meet as needed (meetings usually take approximately 30 
minutes, average of 5 meetings total).  If you are unable to attend meetings, but would still like to 
help, you will be kept up to date via email and can help from home.  We have a lot of fun together 
and would love for you to join our team! 

Raider Retail 

Raider Retail is our on campus store located in Dunning Hall where we sell spirit merchandise to 
be worn on Raider Days and at PE as well as other merchandise such as hats/visors, luggage 
tags, water bottles, etc.  We also sell snacks and drinks which students can buy during lunch and 
for upper school students, during break.  Raider Retail is completely staffed by volunteers.  Four 
volunteers are needed per day but shifts are divided so that two volunteers work at a time. 
Working at Raider Retail is a great way to meet other parents and students and also get to see 
your own children during the day.  Raider Retail is open from 9:30 to 1:30 Monday through Friday. 
You will be able to specify which days and times best suit your schedule.  

May Fair 

May Fair is an annual festival at Houston Academy and is highly anticipated by our students each 
year.  Our Headmaster opens the festival in the courtyard around the May Pole after the third 
graders sing and perform traditional May Pole dances.  There are a wide variety of activities 
including but not limited to games, rides, face painting, pony rides, inflatables, train rides, bingo, 
cakewalk, and a bake sale.  Refreshments are also provided.  Parents of lower school and middle 
school classrooms work shifts to supervise the various activities, sell refreshments, provide 
sponsorships, and provide baked goods for the bake sale.   Upper school parents also help with 
the bake sale, sponsorships, and working at various booths.  Funds for the school are raised by 
selling wristbands, which are required for participation in the activities, tee shirt sales, bake sale, 
and through sponsorships.  3P-6th grades have a May Fair parent who helps coordinate volunteers 
from their class.  

Lunchroom Monitor 

Volunteers will assist 1st through 4th grade students during their lunch period by helping with 
microwaves, opening containers, and generally being the parent in charge. This allows the 
teachers to eat their lunch without interruption and is a great way to spend time with your young 
students.  Two volunteers are needed per day from 11:10 am-11:35 am.  There are typically 
enough volunteers so that you will work one shift or less per month.  

Teacher/Staff Luncheons 

This committee provides lunch and treats periodically for the faculty and staff as our way of 
saying “Thank You” for all that they do.  

 

 

Raider Birthdays 



Students are recognized during their birthday month at lunch and are given a cupcake.  June 
birthdays are recognized in May and July, August and September birthdays are recognized in 
September. 

Friends of the Library 

This program gives parents a chance to buy a new book for our library in honor of their child’s 
birthday.  A sign-up sheet will go home at the beginning of the school year.  Parents can fill out 
their form and send in $10 per book.  On the child’s birthday, they will have the opportunity to 
choose their birthday book, and a sticker will be placed on the inside cover of the book 
recognizing your child. 

Spirit Cards 

The sale of spirit cards helps to raise money for our school.  Spirit cards have participating 
businesses listed that offer discounts or free services when you use their business and present 
your card.  Information on how to purchase/sale the cards and participating businesses will be 
sent home as soon as they are available. 

P.E. Helpers 

Helpers will assist during P.E. classes periodically throughout the year when extra help is needed. 
You may also help with field day at the end of the year.  This is a great way to spend fun time with 
your child. 

Field Day 

Field Day is an outdoor event that involves team relays. Big Blue takes on Great White with team 
building activities to make for a fun and memorable event. Volunteers will assist teachers with 
managing students during activities held on Field Day. 

Uniform Sale 

Volunteers will assist with gathering, sorting, and selling donated books and uniforms.  We have 
made the process very simple so that every step of the process is easier for all. 

 

 


