
Summer 2020 Reading Assignment for  
World History I 

 
To prepare you for your study of World History, all students are required to 
complete the summer reading assignment.  All answers must be written in 
complete sentences using your very best writing skills.  Please write in pen or 
type your answers.   Answer as specifically as you can by using the facts that you 
have learned from your reading, and answer each question completely because 
some questions have more than one part.  This assignment is due on the first day of 
school, August 18, 2020.  Happy reading! 
 

Iceman Mystery: 
 

1. Read the article from National Geographic regarding Otzi and a very old 
murder mystery.  
 

http://www.hreese.com/iceman/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/NG-Sept-2007.pdf 
 

2. Where and when was Otzi found? 
3. How did scientists determine where Otzi had lived? 
4. Select two of his belongings and explain purpose. 
5. What about his belongings suggest he was an experienced traveler? 
6. What information was used to determine his diet? 
7. Describe his diet. 
8. How did scientists determine Otzi’s cause of death? 
9. Compare the theories of Vigl, Loy, and Leitner. Whose theory seems the most 

substantiated to you? Explain your reasoning. 
10. Why do you think Otzi considered to be “particularly valuable” remain when 

compared to other prehistoric remains? 
 

Olorgesailie: Life and Times of the Handaxe Makers 
 

1. Read the article from the Smithsonian: National Museum of Natural History 
regarding a pre-historic site in East Africa: 
 
http://humanorigins.si.edu/research/olorgesailie-kenya 
 

2. When did humans live in the Olorgesailie region of southern Kenya? 
3. What are ‘faunal remains? And what do they tell us about the region? 
4. What do the layers of sediment show us about the region? 
5. What makes Olorgesailie a unique pre-historic site? 
6. Have many human fossils been unearthed at the site?  If so, when was the 

discovery made?  What was the date of the human fossil? 

http://www.hreese.com/iceman/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/NG-Sept-2007.pdf
http://humanorigins.si.edu/research/olorgesailie-kenya


7. How is the age of sediments figured out at Olorgesailie?  Be as specific as 
possible to describe the process. 

8. Why has only 1 hominin specimen been found? 
9. How did the presence of a volcanic outcrop impact human use of the region? 
10.  What did researchers find at Hyena Hill and the Elephant Butchery Site? 
11. Given that there were 16 major environmental changes between 1.2 million 

and 400,000 years ago, how did the changes impact the humans?  What 
about the other mammalian species? 
 

 
Queen Nefertiti’s Tomb: 

 
1. Read the article from history.com found here:  

 
http://www.history.com/news/has-queen-nefertitis-tomb-been-found 
 

2. Why is this archeological find significant to history? 
3. What prevents Egyptologists from excavating this site?  Do you agree with 

their reasoning? 
 
 

When Is It Okay To Dig Up Bones? 
 

1. This article explores the moral question of disturbing and displaying human 
remains.  Please read the article at this site:  
 

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/04/160407-archaeology-religion-repa
triation-bones-skeletons/ 
 
 

2. What specific information can we learn from the bones in archeological sites? 
3. What are the arguments for NOT excavating human remains? 
4. Should more respect be given to the opinion of certain groups of people, such 

as the Native Americans, who have been exploited? 
5. What is your opinion?   Is excavation and act of service or desecration? 

Explain your thinking. 
 
 
Congratulations!  You are finished the summer reading for your World History I 
course.  Be prepared to hand in your answers to these questions on the first day of 
school.  These articles will be focused upon and discussed during the school year. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Cromer (at 
cromern@houstonacademy.com) or Dr. Janney (at janneyv@houstonacademy.com) 
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