
World History II Summer Reading Assignment    
 
Read and annotate the following book. 
Book: The Book Thief   
ISBN: 978-0385754729  

 
Answer the following guided reading questions in complete sentences and be ready to turn 
them in on the first day of class when we return for fall semester. 

 
Prologue 

 
1. What are your first impressions of Death, the narrator? Why?  
2. Which special story has Death kept to tell us? 
3. What special significance do colors have for Death? Discuss. 

 
Part 1 

 
1. How does Liesel lose her brother Werner? 
2. What is the first book Liesel steals and what does it signify for her? 
3. To whom is Liesel delivered to? Why? 
4. Describe the first few weeks of Liesel’s life with her new family. What were the 
challenges? 
5. Which special friend does Liesel bond with from the neighborhood? 
6. In what ways is school frustrating for Liesel and how does she try to deal with bullying? 
7. What are the repercussions of Hans (Papa) discovering Liesel’s hidden book ‘The 
Gravedigger’s Handbook’? 

 
Part 2 

 
1. How did the Germans celebrate April 20, 1940 – Hitler’s birthday? 
2. When and how did Liesel steal her second book? 
3. Describe Papa’s special Christmas presents for Liesel. How did he get them?  
4. Who is Liesel writing letters to? 
5. To what extent does Liesel understand about the war and Hitler? Discuss.  
6. Why does the family’s little money begin to dry up? 

 
Part 3 

 
1. At first, why is Liesel so afraid of going to the Mayor’s house for the laundry?  
2. What wonderful discovery awaits Liesel at the Mayor’s house? 
3. Why did Max arrive at the Hubermann’s and how did they help him?  

 
Part 4 

 
1. How had Hans Hubermann survived World War I? 



2. In what way does Rosa change with the arrival of Max? 
3. Discuss the secret Liesel is asked to keep and its significance.  
4. Why does Liesel empathize with Max? 
5. Describe Max’s gift for Liesel – ‘The Standover Man’. 

 
Part 5 

 
1. How does Liesel keep Max going? 
2. What drives Liesel and Rudy to stealing food? 
3. Discuss the problems Rudy is having. 
4. Explain the comments made by Death about the war and what he has been witnessing? 

 
Part 6 

 
1. What was the significance of the snowman in the basement? 
2. Why does the Mayor’s wife, Isla keep her Library window open? 
3. For what reason do party members investigate the basements of the houses in the street, 
including Liesel’s? 

 
Part 7 

 
1. Why is the painting business booming for Max? 
2. What was in Ilsa’s letter to Liesel? Why do you think she wrote to her, and cared about 
her? 3. How does Liesel keep the people hiding in the basement entertained and calm? 
4. Why did Max have to leave suddenly? 
5. Describe the Jews marching to Dachau. 

 
Part 8 

 
1. What was the importance and message of ‘The Word Shaker’- the book made by Max for 
Liesel?  
2. How are Alex and Hans punished for their ‘rebellious’ attitudes against the Nazi Party? 

 
Part 9 

 
1. Why was Liesel surprised to discover the Library belonged to Ilsa and not her husband? 
2. For what reason has Liesel been going to Frau Holtzapfel's house? Who is there when she 
arrives this time? 
3. Why was Hans able to leave the war and go home early? 
4. Discuss the affect the absence of his father has had on Rudy? 

 
Part 10 

 
1. Why does Death tell us things before they happen? How may this affect the reader?  
2. Discuss the power of guilt and how it has been affecting people? 



3. What does Ilsa bring to Liesel’s door? 
3. Describe the bombing of Himmel Street. Why does Liesel survive?  
4. How does Liesel say goodbye to everyone? 

 
Epilogue 

 
1. What does Death tell us became of Liesel? 
2. What conclusions and contradictions does Death make about humanity?  
3. Discuss the irony of Max returning alive and being reunited with Liesel.  

 
 

 
 

 
 


