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Students should engage in ACTIVE READING of the summer reading selections with the expectation that 
they will write about, analyze and discuss the particular text(s) for their class in the fall. General tips for 
annotating a text are displayed below along with an annotation rubric and images of extensively 
annotated texts. This document serves as a guide.  
 
WHAT SHOULD I ANNOTATE? 
 
Student annotations should reflect comprehension, inference and depth/breadth of interaction with 
text. Based on text type, the following types of responses could be evidenced in annotations: 
➢ Questions 
➢ Reactions and Analysis 
➢ Opinions 
➢ Locating important passages / key evidence or ideas 
➢ Connections including those to other sources/accounts of this topic 
➢ Key words or phrases including figurative, connotative and specific word choices of the writer 
➢ Themes or Central Ideas 
➢ Summaries 
➢ Predictions and Inferences 
➢ Challenges of author’s bias/assumptions 
➢ Identification of author’s strategies: Development of events or characters OR structure and 

development of argument 
➢ Writer’s Style: Tone, POV, Facts v. Opinions, Rhetorical/Persuasive Devices 
➢ Purpose of Writer’s Choices 
➢ Other 

 
HOW DO I KNOW IF MY ANNOTATIONS MEET MY TEACHER’S EXPECTATIONS? 
 
You may refer to the rubric below to self assess the quality of your annotations: 
 

5  The text is extensively annotated with copious margin notations. The annotations 
demonstrate a comprehensive and thoughtful reading. The margin notes show 
that the reader has proficiently analyzed the text, made insightful connections and 
drawn valid conclusions. Notations are balanced and show deep reading and thinking. 
All of the text is addressed. 
 

4  The text is adequately annotated with margin notations. The annotations demonstrate 
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that the reader understands the text beyond the literal level. The margin notes show 
that the reader has analyzed the text, made some connections and drawn some 
conclusions. Notations are balanced and show some deep reading and thinking. Most to 
all of the text is addressed. 
 

3  The text is annotated with some margin notations. The annotations are basic and 
consist mainly of plot driven questions or literal ideas. Annotations indicate a basic 
understanding of the text. The reader has been able to make one or two connections, 
but has been unable to use the text to draw valid conclusions. Notations are 
unbalanced and only half of the text is addressed. 
 

2  The text is underlined in appropriate places, but there are very few margin notes making 
it difficult to evaluate how well the reader understood the reading. Notes are illogical 
and not balanced. Only one quarter of text has been glossed. Insufficient length and 
depth in comments 
 

1  Significant parts of the text are completely unmarked. There are no margin notes, only 
underlined text. 
 

0  The text is completely unmarked. 

 
 
WHAT DOES AN EXTENSIVELY ANNOTATED TEXT LOOK LIKE? 

 



 
 

 


