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The Scarlet Letter has appeared on the AP Literature test over thirteen times. It is a very 
challenging, albeit amazing, novel. I urge you to start early to ensure you have ample time to 
complete the reading and the attached writing assignments. All assignments should be typed 
(12 pt. font, Times New Roman, or Arial single-spaced), printed, and handed in. No electronic 
submissions will be accepted. Submissions should have the heading of your name, my name 
(Mr. David), course (PreAP English 10), and date in the top left hand corner. All work should be 
yours. You may not use online resources like sparknotes, etc. All occurrences of plagiarism will 
be reported to the Honor Council and disciplinary action will be taken. 
 
Due on Tuesday, August 18, 2020 
Read and annotate The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne. Skillful annotators have their 
own system, usually combining underlining, highlighting, and writing notes in the margins. When 
you are working with a literary text, certain elements deserve close reading. Look for the use of 
plot structure and development, conflict, setting, theme, point of view, and characterization. 
 
Complete the following: 
 
1. From your annotations, find and record examples of the literary devices below. Use the 
following websites if they are needed: http://literary-devices.com/  & https://literarydevices.net  
allusion 
symbolism 
imagery 
tone 
zeugma 
chiasmus 
metonymy 
synecdoche 
metaphor 
simile 
hyperbole 
personification 
sound devices (alliteration, assonance, consonance, onomatopoeia, rhyme, etc.) 
connotation/denotation 
 
2. Skillful annotators find connections between what they are reading and other texts or 
real-world issues.  
➢ Find and record at least two text-to-text connections and two text-to-world connections. 

mailto:davidb@houstonacademy.com
http://literary-devices.com/
https://literarydevices.net/


3. Skillful annotators also note new or challenging vocabulary inside the front and back covers. 
➢ Make a list of ten words you learned while reading this book. Include the part of speech 

and the definition. 
4. Skillful annotators might also use sticky notes to hold questions for class discussions. 
➢ Have at least two questions ready for discussion on the first day of school. 

5. As you read, consider the following topics to guide you. Choose passages from The Scarlet 
Letter addressing each of the following five topics (5 passages total): 
➢ Civilization vs. Wilderness 
➢ Night vs. Day 
➢ Sin, Knowledge, and the Human Condition 
➢ Identity and Society 
➢ Women/Femininity 

 
For each passage you choose, write two to three sentences explaining how the language of the 
passage illustrates the topic with which you have identified the excerpt. You may want to allude 
to fragments of the larger passage as you analyze its language. 

 


