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David Quammen The Boilerplate Rhino 978-0743200325 

 
Summary 
 

● Read the book, one essay at a time. 
● After each you read each essay and before you start the next, write a short 

summer for yourself.  
● After you write the short summary, write a short paragraph and try to 

identify the main idea (usually about science) of the essay...how does 
Quammen presern the idea, etc.  

 
David Quammen’s book The Boilerplate Rhino is composed of 21 essays he wrote for 
Outdoor magazine. Be sure to buy a copy. We’re going to return to it throughout the 
year.  
 
Assessment will be a set of quotes from the book. The quotes will not be picky. They 
will be bg points. If you read the book as I ask you to, AND take notes, you will do fine. 
If you don’t read, take notes and follow the directions set here, you may struggle.  
 
This short intro is a suggestion for how to read them. 
 
First, read the essays slowly. No single essay is that long. But if you wait until the last 
minute, you will miss the point, hate the writing and yourself, and you will start the class 
in the wrong frame of mind. 
 
In fact this is the first self test for the class. Can you discipline yourself to read the 
essays over the space of about four weeks, leading into the class? If not, you may be 
misplaced in the class. Don’t try to read the book in week one of the summer either, 
You’ll forget it. Start somewhere in the first or second week of July and read about one 
per day, taking some days off here and there in between.  
 
Second, be sure to take a clear set of notes, so that you can review them right before 
the test. Your notes can be simple. You need a simple summary and a set of your own 
impressions. Write the notes as/after you read. Don’t begin the next essay until you 
have notes on the first. I’m going to ask to see your notes. If it helps to make 
marginal notes, do it. It’s not required.  



 
Third, don’t get overwhelmed or intimidated by the technical information. There is 
more science knowledge in the book that you can possibly memorize and I’m not going 
to ask you about the science details. Instead, stay focused on the big ideas about 
science, the scientific method, individual scientists, the way science asks us to see the 
world.  
 
The book is about all kinds of things: slime molds, the terminal velocity of cats tossed 
from a tower, mowing the grass, apes, evolution, snakes. But as I say, I’m not asking 
you to memorize the technical details. 
 
Instead, after your short summary, write about the SCIENCE ISSUE behind the 
specifics...what is Quammen’s point about the nature of science and how it works?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


