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Students should engage in ACTIVE READING of the summer reading selections with the expectation that 
they will write about, analyze and discuss the particular text(s) for their class in the fall. General tips for 
annotating a text are listed at the bottom of this page.   
 
You are required to read TWO novels. (Brown, David)  
A Gathering of Old Men  Ernest J. Gaines   ISBN:978-0679738909 
Set on a Louisiana sugarcane plantation in the 1970s, A Gathering of Old Men is a powerful depiction of racial tensions arising 
over the death of a Cajun farmer at the hands of a black man. 
 
Choose ONE ADDITIONAL TITLE  from the following:  
The Sun Also Rises Ernest Hemingway  ISBN: 978-0743297332 
The story follows the flamboyant Brett and the hapless Jake as they journey from the wild nightlife of 1920s Paris to the 
brutal bullfighting rings of Spain with a motley group of expatriates. It is an age of moral bankruptcy, spiritual dissolution, 
unrealized love, and vanishing illusions.  
Neuromancer William Gibson                ISBN: 978-0441569595 
Case was the sharpest data-thief in the matrix—until he crossed the wrong people and they crippled his nervous system, 
banishing him from cyberspace. Now a mysterious new employer has recruited him for a last-chance run at an unthinkably 
powerful artificial intelligence. With a dead man riding shotgun and Molly, a mirror-eyed street-samurai, to watch his back, 
Case is ready for the adventure that upped the ante on an entire genre of fiction. 
The Stand Stephen King  ISBN: 978-0307947307 
A patient escapes from a biological testing facility, unknowingly carrying a deadly weapon: a mutated strain of super-flu that 
will wipe out 99 percent of the world’s population within a few weeks. Those who remain are scared, bewildered, and in 
need of a leader. Two emerge—Mother Abigail, the benevolent 108-year-old woman who urges them to build a peaceful 
community in Boulder, Colorado; and Randall Flagg, the nefarious “Dark Man,” who delights in chaos and violence. As the 
dark man and the peaceful woman gather power, the survivors will have to choose between them—and ultimately decide 
the fate of all humanity. 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy Douglas Adams  ISBN: 978-0345391803 
Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is plucked off the planet by his 
friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, 
has been posing as an out-of-work actor.Together this dynamic pair begin a journey through space aided by quotes from 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide (“A towel is about the most massively useful thing an interstellar hitchhiker can have”) and a 
galaxy-full of fellow travelers. 
The House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros ISBN: 978-0679734772 
The House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero. Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes 
heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous – it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself 
who and what she will become.  
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ASSIGNMENTS 
Students will take a quotation test over A Gathering of Old Men which will ask them to analyze 
and explain the significance of several quotations that will describe either a character, an 
aspect of plot or of an aspect of setting.  
 
For the “choice” reading,  students will draft and write an in-class response essay prompted 
by a series of broad questions that will allow the students to analyze major themes from 
their selected title.  
 

TIPS FOR ANNOTATING  
1. Make connections to the novel by commenting on ideas or passages that relate to other 

things you have read, events in your world or your own experiences. 
2. Highlight, underline and make comments about:  

a. the author’s style including word choice, humor or graphic elements 
b. literary elements such as symbols, imagery, metaphors, etc. 
c. important passages related to characters, major plot details or big ideas (themes)  

3. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar or make a list of them in the back of the book  
4. Use post-it flags, or sticky notes to make comments on and then put them in your book as 

you read.  


