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You are required to purchase a physical copy of the novel indicated for your class. 
You will use the book to complete written assignments during the first week of school so be sure 
that you read actively and use the annotation suggestions listed below to heighten 
your understanding of and engagement with the text.  
 
English 6 (Blumberg) 
Walk Two Moons     Sharon Creech  ISBN: 978-0064405171 

Thirteen-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle, proud of her country roots and the "Indian-ness in her blood," travels from Ohio to Idaho 
with her eccentric grandparents. Along the way, she tells them of the story of Phoebe Winterbottom, who received mysterious 
messages, who met a "potential lunatic," and whose mother disappeared. As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's 
outrageous story, her own story begins to unfold—the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited with her 
missing mother.  

English 7 (Blumberg) 
The Outsiders    S.E. Hinton  ISBN: 978-0142407332 
No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured out. He knows that he can count on his 
brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he can count on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like 
Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is 
beating up on “greasers” like Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the night someone takes things too far. 
 

English 8 
Call of the Wild   Jack London  ISBN: 978-0007420230 
Half St. Bernard, half sheepdog, Buck is stolen away from his comfortable life as a pet in California and sold to dog traders. He soon 
finds himself aboard a ship, on its way to Northern Canada. Surrounded by cruelty, Buck’s natural instincts and behaviour begin to 
emerge as he works as a mail carrying sled dog, scavenging for food, protecting himself against other dogs and sleeping out in the 
cold snow. Exciting and action-packed, Call of the Wild explores the timeless relationship between man and dog, and the inevitable 
draw of primitive instincts that pull Buck away from civilization and humanity towards the lawless and harsh wilderness. 

 
 

TIPS FOR ANNOTATING  
1. Make connections to the novel by commenting on ideas or passages that relate to 

other things you have read, events in your world or your own experiences. 
2. Highlight, underline and make comments about:  

a. the author’s style including word choice, humor or graphic elements 
b. literary elements such as symbols, imagery, metaphors, etc. 
c. important passages related to characters, major plot details or big ideas 

(themes)  
3. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar or make a list of them in the back of 

the book  
4. Use post-it flags, or sticky notes to make comments on and then put them in your 

book as you read.  
 


