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Students should engage in ACTIVE READING of the summer reading selections with the 
expectation that they will write about, analyze and discuss the particular text(s) for their class in 
the fall. General tips for annotating a text are listed at the bottom of the summer reading list. 
Details about the parameters of summer reading assignments are listed by grade.  Instructors’ 
names are also indicated.  
 
English 10 (David)  
Tuesdays with Morrie  Mitch Albom ISBN: 978-0767905923 
Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher, or a colleague. Someone older, patient and wise, who understood you when you 
were young and searching, helped you see the world as a more profound place, gave you sound advice to help you make 
your way through it. For Mitch Albom, that person was Morrie Schwartz, his college professor from nearly twenty years 
ago.He rediscovered Morrie in the last months of the older man's life. Knowing he was dying, Morrie visited with Mitch in his 
study every Tuesday, just as they used to back in college. Their rekindled relationship turned into one final “class”: lessons in 
how to live.  
 
In Tuesdays with Morrie, Mitch Albom introduces us to one of his own heroes, Morrie Schwartz. 
Morrie’s courage in the face of his own slow, painful, and often times frustrating death process can be 
an inspiration to each of us. Morrie was a teacher even in his death, and he left us with many useful 
aphorisms which are  philosophies of life, to guide us through the difficult times in our own lives.  
 
Upon return to school, students will be assessed on their knowledge of the characters in the book, 
plot, and big ideas. They should be actively reading by marking the text for these elements. Simple 
tips for annotations are provided below.  

 
TIPS FOR ANNOTATING  

1. Make connections to the novel by commenting on ideas or passages that relate to other 
things you have read, events in your world or your own experiences. 

2. Highlight, underline and make comments about:  
a. the author’s style including word choice, humor or graphic elements 
b. literary elements such as symbols, imagery, metaphors, etc. 
c. important passages related to characters, major plot details or big ideas (themes)  

3. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar or make a list of them in the back of the book  
4. Use post-it flags, or sticky notes to make comments on and then put them in your book as 

you read.  
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