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Students should engage in ACTIVE READING of the summer reading selections with the 
expectation that they will write about, analyze and discuss the particular text(s) for their class in 
the fall. General tips for annotating a text are listed at the bottom of this page.  
 
Bad Haircut  Tom Perrota  ISBN: 978-1250010032 
Bad Haircut explores the themes that have fascinated Perrotta throughout his career: suburban rituals and 
mores; sports and religion; the cheerful cheesiness of American consumer life; public tests of manliness; and 
the moral dilemmas faced by ordinary people, parents, and teenagers alike. Perrotta has continued to explore 
these subjects in novels from Election to The Abstinence Teacher. 

The ten rich stories here are linked by a single protagonist: Buddy, an adolescent suburban New Jersey boy who 
is truly seeing his world for the first time and already finding it both mysterious and lacking. Whether he's out on 
a Boy Scout trip with his mother and discovering that his mother actually knows―and has a history with―the 
man inside the battered foam hot dog costume in "The Weiner Man", feeling the first glimmer that sex might 
actually be possible for him in "Thirteen", or finding himself swept along on a prank gone very wrong in 
"Snowman," Buddy is both a recognizable American boy and a trademark Perrotta hero. Bad Haircut is a 
moving, spare book from a writer who, even this early in his career, had an assured sense of the complexity of 
his characters' emotional landscapes. 
 
There will be a quotation test over the novel. A novel quote test is a compilation of important quotes. 
The student then explains the quote in terms of a character or the plot or the setting. The central 
elements of fiction are plot, setting and characterization. On a deeper level we encounter irony, 
symbol, theme, motif. At the very least, keep track of the plot characters and setting in your 
annotations. The quotes on the test will link to one of these elements. That is, every quote will 
describe a character, or part of the setting or represent some aspect of plot.  
 

TIPS FOR ANNOTATING  
1. Make connections to the novel by commenting on ideas or passages that relate to 

other things you have read, events in your world or your own experiences. 
2. Highlight, underline and make comments about:  

a. the author’s style including word choice, humor or graphic elements 
b. literary elements such as symbols, imagery, metaphors, etc. 
c. important passages related to characters, major plot details or big ideas 

(themes)  
3. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar or make a list of them in the back of the 

book  
4. Use post-it flags, or sticky notes to make comments on and then put them in your 
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book as you read.  


