
AP UNITED STATES HISTORY SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2019 
SHANNON SAUNDERS 

 
Welcome to Advanced Placement United States History. This 
year we will be covering an enormous amount of material. By 
the end of the year we must be through to the present so the 
sooner we get started the better.  
 
This is the first of numerous packets you will have during the 
year so let’s jump right in.  This packet is to be done on your 
own.  All work turned in is your own.  
 
REQUIRED READING #1/QUESTIONS: 
 

Joseph J. Ellis, Founding Brothers, the Revolutionary 
Generation  ISBN 0-375-70524-4 
 
Answer the following questions as fully as possible. Responses 
must be hand-written, in complete sentences, and your own 
work.  
 

1. What were the issues behind the duel between Alexander 
Hamilton and Aaron Burr? What was the end result of the 
duel? 

2. What was the issue between James Madison and 
Alexander Hamilton that required Thomas Jefferson to 
host a dinner to settle the problem? What happened as a 
result of the dinner? 



3. Why was slavery such a divisive issue at the Constitutional 
Convention? 

4. According to the book what were some of the reasons 
behind George Washington’s retirement? What were the 
warnings included in his Farewell Address? 

5. Explain the relationship between Thomas Jefferson and 
James Madison. What issues did they agree on? 

6. What was behind the rift between Thomas Jefferson and 
John Adams? Why did they start writing to each other 
again in 1812? What is so amazing about their deaths? 

  
REQUIRED READING #2/NOTES 
 

Kennedy and Cohen, The American Pageant (AP, 16th 
edition)  Chapter 1: New World Beginnings, 33,000 B.C.E. - 1769 
 
In APUSH Period One covers from 1491-1607. This time period 
will be encompass about 5% of the AP Exam. This period will be 
covered quickly when the year begins. 
 
The Chapter is divided into sections denoted by a star and red 
lettering. For this chapter please do the following: 
 

1. Read each section (again each section starts with a star 
and the subtitle in red lettering). 

2. After you have read the section write a summary of the 
section. The summary should include the main idea, any 
works in bold print, and any examples that will help you 



remember the information. A good paragraph for each 
section will suffice. 

 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 


