
UPPER SCHOOL COURSES 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
 
PLEASE NOTE that there is required summer reading in each history class.  

World History II (1.0 credits) 
This course completes the study of world history beginning with the European Renaissance 
through the present.  The study of current events is an integral part of the course.  

Prerequisite: WH I 

Text: World History: Patterns of Interactions (ISBN 9780547491127) *Note - same book that is 
currently used in grade 8 

U.S. History  (1.0 Credits) 
This course surveys America’s colonial period to contemporary times.  Students are expected to 
acquire an in-depth knowledge of the major political, social, cultural, economic, and diplomatic 
themes of American history.  Through the study of current events, students gain an 
understanding of the relevance of the past to their daily lives.  Analytical skills are emphasized.  

Prerequisite: WH I and WH II 

Text: No text as resources are pulled from various sources. 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) U.S. History 
This college-level survey course is geared specifically toward the Advanced Placement United 
States History Test.  It covers American history from the earliest known records to the present, 
with special attention to social and political trends, themes, and movements.  Extensive reading, 
including assigned summer reading, and weekly written assignments are required.  Class 
discussion and debate are essential; analytical skills, therefore, are stressed.  Tests modeled after 
the AP test are administered regularly, and review sessions are scheduled as needed, particularly 
during the second semester. (US AP) 

Text: Kennedy and Cohen, The American Pageant, AP Edition, 16th edition 978-1-305-07591-7 

American Government (0.5 Credits) 
This semester course examines in depth the current American political system on the local and 
national level.  Attention is directed to the study of the Constitution and the respective branches 
of government.  Essay writing and critical thinking skills are broadened.  

Textbook: no textbook 



Advanced Placement (AP) U.S. Government and Politics (0.5 Credits) 
AP U.S. Government and Politics provides a college-level introduction to key political concepts, 
ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the constitutional 
system and political culture of the United States. Students will study U.S. foundational 
documents, Supreme Court decisions, and other texts and visuals to gain an understanding of the 
relationships and interactions among political institutions, processes, and behavior. They will 
also engage in disciplinary practices that require them to read and interpret data, make 
comparisons and applications, and develop evidence-based arguments. In addition, they will 
complete a political science research or applied civics project.  
 
Textbook: To be determined 

 

Economics (0.5 Credits) 
Usually paired with Government, this course introduces the various economic systems and 
theories with an in-depth analysis of America’s free enterprise system.  It provides the students a 
broad introduction to the study of macroeconomics with an emphasis on contemporary problems 
and consumer economics. 

Textbook: no textbook 

Advanced Placement (AP) MacroEconomics (0.5 Credits) 
AP Macroeconomics is a fast-paced, college-level course that focuses on the decision making of 
individuals, businesses, and the government. Students will study a variety of economic theories 
and analyze their practical application in the real world. 

This semester course focuses on the economy as a whole, including economic measures, 
economic growth, fiscal policy, monetary policy, and international economics. Student are 
required to take the AP Macroeconomics in May. Because the class will be first semester and the 
AP examination is not until last second semester, there will be required review sessions on 
weekends, mornings, and afternoons in May. 

This class will prepare you for college. It will also give you the opportunity to earn 3 university 
credits if you make a 3 or higher on the AP exam. Extensive math skills are not required; 
however, the ability to analyze graphs and charts is essential. 

Textbook: Principles of Macroeconomics for AP Courses from OpenStax, ISBN 1938168968, 
www.openstax.org/details/principles-macroeconomics-ap-courses 

Psychology (1.0 Credits) 
This elective introduces students to such areas as biophysical, cognitive, and abnormal. Since the 
development of “self” is an integral part of adolescent development, we will spend a great deal 
of time exploring this and understanding why it is important.  Students are challenged to relate 
psychological concepts to their own lives and to evaluate various methods of research.  

Textbook: none required 

http://www.openstax.org/details/principles-macroeconomics-ap-courses


Advanced Placement (AP) European History (1.0 Credits) 
This advanced college level survey course for juniors and seniors is a survey of European history 
from the Renaissance to the present with an emphasis upon major political, economic, social, and 
cultural trends.  Students have the opportunity to develop critical thinking and essay writing 
skills while preparing for the College Board Advanced Placement exam in the spring.  

 

Advanced Placement Human Geography:  (1.0 credit) 
 
Human Geography is a course designed to prepare students for geographic analysis for regional 
and global issues.  Students will use problem solving and decision making skills to make sense 
of the processes in a changing world.  The topics covered are regionalization, cultural patterns, 
rural and urban land use, and economic development.  Students will take the AP exam in May 
for college credit.  
 
Text: The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography by James M. Rubenstein. 
11th edition.  ISBN # 9780321831583 (but other editions are acceptable as well).    


