
AP Human Geography Shelly Phillipps 
Summer Assignment 2018 Due date: August 14, 2018 
 
AP Scholars: 
 
Because you have opted to take AP Human Geography, it is likely that you are already 
interested in world events and cultures. For those of you, however, who are new to the 
discipline of world regions, I hope this summer’s assignment will ignite your enthusiasm 
for learning about Human Geography.  This year, the AP curriculum will inspire all of us 
who are fascinated with the ways that humans move in the world, react to their 
environment, and modify their land.  Happy reading, everyone!  
 
Assignment #1: Book Study 
 
The text for this summer’s assignment is Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human 
Societies (ISBN # 9780393354324) by Jared Diamond (NOTE - USED is fine).  Purchase any 
edition that you wish.  The book is divided into four sections.  Please read two chapters 
from each section.  I encourage you to choose your chapters based on your personal 
interest rather than the word count so skip chapter 6 unless food production is your first 
love.  
 
While you read, please highlight passages that are of interest and use the margins to write 
down the main ideas and questions that you would like to ask the author.  After each 
chapter, write a paragraph that specifically highlights what you learned from Diamond’s 
research.  In your paragraph, also analyze how the environment that is highlighted in your 
selected chapter influenced human development and/or the fabric of the society. The point 
is that you start asking yourself (and answering for yourself) why human geography is 
important and what you can learn from it. Take detailed notes because your first 
assignments will use the information that you learn here. 
 
This book is easy to read, and it covers many different subjects so everyone should find 
something of interest. I hope that you will not be satisfied with the bare minimum 
requirements.  Please type these 8 paragraphs in 12-point font, double-spaced, using 1” 
margins.  
 
Assignment #2: Current Events 
 
Read three articles in any printed newspaper or in a reputable, on-line news source about 
emigration or migration of people that has taken place in the last year.  The people or 
peoples must have changed their location due to factors that are political, economic, social, 
or environmental.  Identify the article by the title, publication name, date, and author. 
Identify the country on which the article reports and the reasons for the emigration.  Write 
a brief summary of the article in your own words.  To encourage you to remain current 
with your reading, your articles should be read and summarized by the dates below.  Be 
ready for class discussion on these articles in the first and second weeks of school. 
 
Article #1 by June 20, 2018  



Article #2 by July 15, 2018  
Article #3 by August 12, 2018 


