
 

 

 
 
 

Dr. Vincent M. Janney, Head of Middle School 

May 23, 2018 

Dear Parents of Rising 5th Graders, 

Please allow me to congratulate your student and you on a successful completion of the 
Houston Academy Lower School program.  Please allow me also to welcome you to the 
Houston Academy Middle School.  I am Dr. Vince Janney, the Head of the Middle School, and I 
am responsible for grades 5 through 8 at HA.  The Middle School Team is excited to be 
partnering with you over the next four years as your child navigates the middle school years.  It 
is our desire to help your child develop the habits of mind, body, and spirit that will allow him/her 
to be successful in high school, college, and life. 

We are enclosing the Summer Reading information and the school supply list for next year so 
that you possess the information you need to complete these tasks in a timeline that works for 
you given your familial obligations and expectations over the next couple of months.   

There are some things that are part and parcel of the middle school experience of which I 
wanted to inform you: 

• The Middle School day runs from 8:00 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.; 

• All Middle School students eat lunch together in Dunning Hall; 

• 5th Grade students will take one comprehensive exam per semester;  

• On Friday, August 10th at 10:00 a.m. you and your child are welcome to attend the “Meet 
the Teacher” event and drop off supplies in the 5th grade classrooms; and 

• Large holiday parties are not scheduled (age and developmentally appropriate 
celebrations will occur in classes throughout the year but they will be briefer and more 
modest in nature). 

Once they have been finalized, details about the Middle School uniform expectations and pick 
up and drop off information for next year will be disseminated.  Mrs. Woodcock, HA’s Director of 
Technology will also be in touch about the laptop program that starts in grade 5 (the rollout of 
devices is scheduled for July 31st, so please mark your calendar). 

I am looking forward to getting to know and work with your child and with you.  Please feel free 
to contact me if you have any questions or concerns, or even if you just want to introduce 
yourself to me.  I work throughout the summer months and am available to you. 

Warmest Regards, 

 

Dr. Vincent M. Janney 

Head of Middle School 


