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Students should engage in ACTIVE READING of the summer reading selections with the 
expectation that they will write about, analyze and discuss the particular text(s) for their class in 
the fall. General tips for annotating a text are listed at the bottom of this page.  

 
Siddhartha  Hermann Hesse ISBN 978-0553208849  
It is the story of the quest of Siddhartha, a wealthy Indian Brahmin who casts off a life of privilege and comfort to seek 
spiritual fulfillment and wisdom. On his journey, Siddhartha encounters wandering ascetics, Buddhist monks, and successful 
merchants, as well as a courtesan named Kamala and a simple ferryman who has attained enlightenment. Traveling among 
these people and experiencing life’s vital passages–love, work, friendship, and fatherhood–Siddhartha discovers that true 
knowledge is guided from within. 
 
Students will be asked to choose several passages (3-5) from the novel Siddhartha and write 
a short paragraph about each passage based on the following question: 
 
If the book was lost in a fire and you could only save a few passages, what would they be and why?  
 

TIPS FOR ANNOTATING  
1. Make connections to the novel by commenting on ideas or passages that relate to 

other things you have read, events in your world or your own experiences. 
2. Highlight, underline and make comments about:  

a. the author’s style including word choice, humor or graphic elements 
b. literary elements such as symbols, imagery, metaphors, etc. 
c. important passages related to characters, major plot details or big ideas 

(themes)  
3. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar or make a list of them in the back of the book  
4. Use post-it flags, or sticky notes to make comments on and then put them in your book 

as you read.  
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