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Students should engage in ACTIVE READING of the summer reading selections with the 
expectation that they will write about, analyze and discuss the particular text(s) for their class in 
the fall. General tips for annotating a text are listed at the bottom of this page.  
 
 
The Girl on the Train  Paula Hawkins  ISBN: 978-1594634024 
Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning and night. Every day she rattles down the track, flashes past a stretch 
of cozy suburban homes, and stops at the signal that allows her to daily watch the same couple breakfasting on their deck. 
She’s even started to feel like she knows them. Jess and Jason, she calls them. Their life—as she sees it—is perfect. Not unlike 
the life she recently lost.And then she sees something shocking. It’s only a minute until the train moves on, but it’s enough. 
Now everything’s changed.  
 
There will be a quotation test over the novel. A novel quote test is a compilation of important quotes. 
The student then explains the quote in terms of a character or the plot or the setting. The central 
elements of fiction are plot, setting and characterization. On a deeper level we encounter irony, 
symbol, theme, motif. At the very least, keep track of the plot characters and setting in your 
annotations. The quotes on the test will link to one of these elements. That is, every quote will 
describe a character, or part of the setting or represent some aspect of plot.  
 

TIPS FOR ANNOTATING  
1. Make connections to the novel by commenting on ideas or passages that relate to 

other things you have read, events in your world or your own experiences. 
2. Highlight, underline and make comments about:  

a. the author’s style including word choice, humor or graphic elements 
b. literary elements such as symbols, imagery, metaphors, etc. 
c. important passages related to characters, major plot details or big ideas 

(themes)  
3. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar or make a list of them in the back of the 

book  
4. Use post-it flags, or sticky notes to make comments on and then put them in your 

book as you read.  
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