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Students should engage in ACTIVE READING of the summer reading selections with the 
expectation that they will write about, analyze and discuss the particular text(s) for their class in 
the fall. General tips for annotating a text are listed at the bottom of this page.  
 
Boilerplate Rhino  David Quammen  ISBN: 978-0743200325 
In lucid, penetrating, and often quirkily idiosyncratic prose, David Quammen takes his readers with him as he explores the 
world. His travels lead him to rattlesnake handlers in Texas; a lizard specialist in Baja; the dinosaur museum in Jordan, 
Montana; and halfway across Indonesia in search of the perfect Durian fruit. He ponders the history of nutmeg in the 
southern Moluccas, meditates on bioluminescent beetles while soaking in the waters of the Amazon, and delivers "The 
Dope on Eggs" from a chicken ranch near his hometown in Montana.  
 
Ghostland: An American History in Haunted Places  Colin Dickey    ISBN: 978-1101980200 
Colin Dickey is on the trail of America's ghosts. Crammed into old houses and hotels, abandoned prisons and empty 
hospitals, the spirits that linger continue to capture our collective imagination, but why? His own fascination piqued by a 
house hunt in Los Angeles that revealed derelict foreclosures and "zombie homes," Dickey embarks on a journey across the 
continental United States to decode and unpack the American history repressed in our most famous haunted places.  
 

TIPS FOR ANNOTATING  
1. Make connections to the novel by commenting on ideas or passages that relate to 

other things you have read, events in your world or your own experiences. 
2. Highlight, underline and make comments about:  

a. the author’s style including word choice, humor or graphic elements 
b. literary elements such as symbols, imagery, metaphors, etc. 
c. important passages related to characters, major plot details or big ideas 

(themes)  
3. Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar or make a list of them in the back of the 

book  
4. Use post-it flags, or sticky notes to make comments on and then put them in your 

book as you read.  
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